
ñòThank God Iôve always 

avoided persecuting my 

enemieséò 

ð Adolf Hitler  



Studio Roanoke is dedicated to new, exciting, and innovative 
theatrical works of the highest quality. We provide a space where 
writers, performers, and an audience can come together in a spirit 
of community and collaboration to expand our understanding of 
what is possible in the theatre.  We also offer educational 
programs and support for artist development in Southwestern 
Virginia.  By working in concert with other arts organizations, we 
will strive to make Roanoke a nationally recognized ignition point 
for new play development. 

Studio Roanoke Board of Directors 

Advisory Board 

Staff 
Todd Ristau, Artistic Director 
Shay Mullins, General Manager and Audience  Services Coordinator 
Chad Runyon, Development and Public Relations Director 
G^plkÛ¦?irb´ÛEbo_boq, Technical Director and Resident Designer 
Maryke Barber, Resident Dramaturg 

John Forsman 
Morgan Jenness 
William Krause 
Paul Meshejian 

Bonnie Metzgar 
Lucy Thurber 
Randy Rollison 

Studio Roanoke relies on contributions, grants, and corporate sponsorships to meet our  
operating expenses.  We keep production costs very low,  but we still need to raise nearly 
$6,000 a month just to keep operating.  You can help keep the lights on and the doors open by 
making a contribution today for as much as you can afford.  If you can afford a lot, give a lot.  
FcÛvlrÛ`^k$qÛ^ccloaÛjr`e)Ûalk$qÛtloovÆit all adds up.   

 

Please consider a sponsorship or financial contribution of any size.  Your fully  
tax-deductible contribution can be given at the box office, or sent by check to: 
Studio Roanoke ~ PO Box 1749 ~ Roanoke, VA 24008 
 

Studio Roanoke is a federally registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and contributions made to us are tax 
deductible within the charitable giving regulations of the Internal Revenue Service.    

Kenley S. Smith, President 
Kristen Moses, Secretary 
Keith Martin, Treasurer 

William Penn 
Kimberly  Jew 
Angela  Wright 



Reproduction uniforms provided by: 

30 Campbell Ave SW ~ 

540.343.3054  

www.studioroanoke.org 

Get carried away 

at  

NO SHAME 

THEATRE! 
Every Friday Night at 11PM 

30 Campbell Ave 

www.studioroanoke.org 

Only $5!  

Under a Banner of Shadow 
Written, performed, and directed by Todd Ristau 
With additional direction by Clinton Johnston 

 

There will not be an intermission during the performance. 
 

In addition to Adolf Hiltler, the following characters appear: 
Eva Braun.....mistress and wife to Hitler 

Councilor Wagner.....the man who married them 
Alois Hitler.....Adolf's father 
Kubizek.....Adolf's friend 

General Rommel.....the Desert Fox 
Ernst Roehm.....leader of the SA Stormtroopers 

Geli Raubal.....Hitler's niece and lover 
 

Dramaturg: Maryke Barber 
Scenic Design7ÛQlaaÛOfpq^rÛ^kaÛG^plkÛ¦?irb´ÛEbo_boq 
Technical Director:  G^plkÛ¦?irb´ÛEbo_boq    
Lighting and Sound Design: G^plkÛ¦?irb´ÛEbo_boq  
Stage Manager: Chad Runyon 
Box Office and House Manager:  Shay Mullins  
Front of House Volunteers:  Nancy Maurelli, Adam Ensling, Rachel Linkous, and 
Martha Cousins 
 

Special Thanks to: 
John Forsman, Ernie Zulia, Hollins University Theatre Department, JD Ruelle, 
Kenley Smith, Der Stahladler Reproduction Uniforms, Trasco Reproduction and 
Supply Corp., PqraflÛOl^klhb$pÛ?l^oaÛlcÛAfob`qlopÛ^kaÛ^iiÛlroÛSlirkqbbop+Û 
 

Our Community Partners: Playwright's Lab at Hollins University, Roanoke Times/
Roanoke.com, City Magazine, 101.5 The Music Place and New City Media  
 

UNDER A BANNER OF SHADOW was originally produced under the title  
FICTIONAL EPISODES IN THE LIFE OF A GERMAN CORPORAL  

and was first performed on February 22, 1991 with JAMES THORN as Adolf Hitler 



About the Play: 

Not long before Adolf Hitler's suicide (65 years ago this wee on April 30th), he dictated his 
political testament. That action creates the spine of this one-person play, becoming an erratically 
connected series of fever dream flashbacks which reveal the twisted relationship between truth 
and deception in the mind of the most hated man in history.   The play was conceived as part of 
an experimental playwriting class at the University of Iowa and given a student production slot.  
That Initial production was well received and was honored by an invitation to perform at the 
prestigious Assembly Rooms as part of the 1991 Edinburgh Fringe Festival where it was called 
"brilliantly repellant" and "all too accurate" by the reviewer for the Scotsman. Peggy Houston, 
director of Iowa Elderhostel called it; "...deeply moving, extremely accurate, and vitally important 
in educating another generation about the horror of that period."   
 

About the Playwright: 

Todd RIstau fpÛ^ÛafpqfkdrfpebaÛdo^ar^qbÛlcÛqebÛFlt^ÛMi^vtofdeq$pÛTlohpelm+ÛÛEfpÛtlohÛe^pÛ_bbkÛ
mboclojbaÛfkÛqeb^qobpÛ^`olppÛqebÛR+P+Û^kaÛBkdi^ka)Ûfk`irafkdÛIlkalk$pÛTbpqÛBka+ÛEbÛclrkabaÛKlÛ
Shame Theatre in 1986 and oversaw its evolution into a national network of venues for new 
works in dozens of cities. Ristau has an extensive theatre background, with expertise in acting, 
directing, and design. He worked with Mill Mountain Theatre for five years as coordinator of their 
second stage and as literary associate overseeing new works programming. Ristau now serves as 
artistic director of Studio Roanoke, a storefront theatre space dedicated to new works 
absbilmjbkqÛfkÛaltkqltkÛOl^klhbÛ^pÛtbiiÛ^pÛqebÛMoldo^jÛAfob`qloÛlcÛqebÛMi^vtofdeq$pÛI^_Û^qÛ
EliifkpÛRkfsbopfqv+ÛÛEbÛfpÛ^kÛ>`qfsbÛJbj_boÛlcÛqebÛAo^j^qfpq$pÛDrfia+ 
 

About the Guest Consulting Director: 
Clinton Johnston fpÛ^Ûmi^vtofdeq)Û^`qlo)Û^kaÛdo^ar^qbÛlcÛqebÛRkfsbopfqvÛlcÛSfodfkf^$pÛJC>ÛAfob`qfkdÛ
Program.  This production marks Clinton's first work with Studio Roanoke, and he is very pleased 
to lend a brief "outside eye" to Todd's great effort. Clinton is a strong admirer and occasional 
participant of No Shame Theatre and was instrumental in the success of the chapter at Live Arts in 
Charlottesville.  Clinton has written and performed at No Shames around the East Coast, including 
Mill Mountain Theatre, ShennanArts, and the National Best of No Shame at the Piccolo Spoleto 
Festival in Charleston, SC.  His play, Am I Black Enough, Yet? toured regionally with a premier at 
Charter Theatre in Washington DC.  He currently teaches Theatre at Mary Baldwin College in 
Staunton, and though he lives, writes, and directs in Charlottesville, sadly, it always feels he 
never has enough time to do any of the three.  
 
As always, Clinton thanks John, Todd, Betsy, Uncle Greggy, and Misty Rose, wherever you are. 
 
 

More bios and show information can be found on the archive page at  
www.studioroanoke.org/dearabe.html. 

Studio Roanoke would like to thank the following organizations 
and community partners for their support of our mission: 

EbimÛprmmloqÛPqraflÛOl^klhb$pÛjfppflkÛ_vÛl_q^fkfkdÛ^Û`lomlo^qbÛpmlkplopefm)Û 
community partnership, or playbill advertisement for your organization or  
business. To find out how, please contact our Public Relations Director,  
Chad Runyon at 540.343.3054 or crunyon@studioroanoke.org. 
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Roanoke Natural Foods Co-op is proud to support  
Studio Roanoke.   

1319 Grandin Road  ~ 343.5652 ~ www.roanokenaturalfoods.com 

Studio Roanoke would like to recognize those who donated funds to 
support our mission in 2009-2010:  
 
Laura Tuggle Anderson, Tom Anderton, Anonymous, Anonymous, Anonymous, Greg Armknecht, Theresa 
Augsburger, Maryke and Steven Barber, Gail Basham, Michelle Bennett, Mary Best Bova, Andy Bragen, Alice G. 
Burlinson, Sharon Burnham, Jason Burton, Maura Campbell and Richard Leff, Sharon Capps, Craig C. Chesler, 
Katherine Chittum, Wendy S. Cohen, Michael Colby, Glen Conrad, Kathy and Jim Cramblett, Kate De Vore, Sandy 
Dietrick, Lynn Donnary, Beth Durham, Jeanmarie Fink, Stephanie Frey, Pearl Fu, Brian Gibson, Megan Gogerty, 
Good to Go Foods, Jeff Goode, Aaron Hahn, Adam Hahn, Stephen & Barbara Hahn, Nathan Hahn, Cherie Amos 
Hall, Keith Hall, Heather Hardin, Inger Hatlen, Connie Stevens Henson, Julie Hickox, Stevie Holcomb, Shay Hodren, 
GbkkfcboÛElokbo)ÛRopri^ÛErii)ÛGrifbÛIfkapbvÛErp^hbo)ÛIf^kkbÛG^`hplk)Û@^olifkbÛ¦Pm^`b´ÛG^`l_plk)ÛPrp^kÛ^kaÛDblccÛ
Jennings, Charles and Christine Jordan, Patrick Kennerly and the Katherine B. Kennerly Foundation, Audrey Kerry, 
D^ovÛHo^qbocfbia)ÛTfiif^jÛHo^rpbÛ^kaÛGrafqeÛ@ifkb)Û@^qebofkbÛIblk^oa)ÛJ^oqfk$pÛDboj^kÛPbosf`b)ÛK^k`vÛJ^robiifÛ^kaÛ
Jeff Wood, Eileen McCaul, Emily and Michael McCoy, Rachel MacKnight, Anna McLaughlin, Trish Mileham, Michael J. 
Mix, Karen Moeller, Harry P. Montoro, Kristen D. Moses, Leisa Layman Mundy, Rena Musyt, Deanna Dement 
Myers,  Sean Nitchmann, Tira Palmquist and Philip Johnson, Steven V. Rice, Laurel Colletti Riddle, Michael 
Ridenhour, Margaret Ristau, Todd Ristau and Joan Ruelle, Roanoke Natural Foods Co-lm)Û@e^aÛOrkvlk)ÛP^j$pÛ
Leasing, Peter Sapienza, Steven Savitt, Bradley Allen Schnurr, Mary Scripps, James Sears, Stephanie Semler, Susan 
Sheldon, Jen Shepard, Kenley S. Smith, Bonnie P. Snider, Cheryl Snodgrass, Laurie Thwaites, Jacque and Tim Troy, 
Brian Turner, Raymond Wallace, Daryn J. Warner, Adam Whisner, Wright Electric. 

 
For a complete and updated list, or to give, please visit www.studioroanoke.org/donate. 

Notes from the Dramaturg 

What is evil, and why is it? After a genocide happens we scour the past, looking for an answer.  
Sixty-five years after Adolf Hitler paced around in his final retreat, the only thing more surprising 
than all that we have learned is how many questions still remain. His awful legacy can make him 
seem larger than life: inhuman and unfathomable.  
 
This play strips away many of the elements of conventional theatre: a realistic setting, an 
ensemble of actors, a linear, orderly story. What is left is an opportunity for the playwright to 
explore the facets of his character, without these extras. It's the ultimate exercise in 
simplification, and in transformation: a fitting treatment for the world's most famous madman. 
 
For the actor and for us, the audience, here is the unique experience of such a play: one man 
leads us through every time, every where and every one. We follow him on a whirlwind tour of 
events and emotions - right to the heart of the mystery. 
 

Questions to Consider 
¶ How does the playwright guide us from moment to moment, from character to 

character? 
¶ How do the other characters enhance your understanding of Hitler? Which 

character will you remember most, and why? 
¶ Efqibo$pÛ^kqf-Semitism is only one of many fears portrayed ¬ what other things 

(or people) did Hitler fear, and why? 
¶ In one of his speeches, Hitler describes a trip to the slaughterhouse. Listen 

closely to this story: how does it reflect on his character and his philosophy of 
leadership? 

¶ AlÛvlrÛcbbiÛqe^qÛqebobÛ^obÛqefkdpÛ^_lrqÛEfqibo$pÛ_^`hdolrkaÛloÛ`e^o^`qboÛqe^qÛ
you learned from this play? Was there anything that surprised you? 

 
About the Dramaturg 

Maryke Barber is Outreach and Arts Librarian at Hollins University, where she also moonlights as 
theatre adjunct faculty. Previously she worked as Literary Coordinator at Mill Mountain Theatre 
working on production dramaturgy, the New Play Competition and Norfolk Southern Festival of 
New Works. She served as dramaturg for Chicago's Next, Organic Touchstone and Circle theaters, 
along with dramaturgy and literary management internships at the Goodman. BFA (Music 
Theatre): Shenandoah Conservatory, MFA (Theatre): Virginia Commonwealth University, MS 
(Information Science): University of Tennessee, Knoxville.  



Thank you to everyone who helped make our first seasons so successful! OUR THIRD SEASON  
�<�R�X�·�Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���V�H�H�Q��
anything like it! 

August: Up From the Lunar Surface by Nikki Adkins 
September: Living Between the Lines by Todd Ristau 

October: Stations of the Cross by Kenley Smith 
December: Wooden Snowflakes by Catherine Bush 
February: The New Testament by Kenley Smith 

March: Booth by W. David Hancock 
May: This is My Office by Andy Bragen 

June: Frogger by Adam Hahn 

2010-2011 SEASON PASSES  
available for only $100! 

 
 

SAVE BIG AND NEVER MISS A SHOW! 
 

*preferred seating  
*guaranteed admission  

*SAVE $60!!! 
 
 

Call 540-343-3054 now or visit 
www.studioroanoke.org 


