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ð Adolf Hitler  



Studio Roanoke is dedicated to new, exciting, and innovative 
theatrical works of the highest quality. We provide a space where 
writers, performers, and an audience can come together in a spirit 
of community and collaboration to expand our understanding of 
what is possible in the theatre.  We also offer educational 
programs and support for artist development in Southwestern 
Virginia.  By working in concert with other arts organizations, we 
will strive to make Roanoke a nationally recognized ignition point 
for new play development. 

Studio Roanoke Board of Directors 

Advisory Board 

Staff 
Todd Ristau, Artistic Director 
Chad Runyon, General Manager and Development Director 
G^plkÛ¦?irb´ÛEbo_boq, Technical Director and Resident Designer 
Shay Mullins, Administrative Associate 
 

John Forsman 
Morgan Jenness 
William Krause 
Paul Meshejian 

Bonnie Metzgar 
Lucy Thurber 
Randy Rollison 

Studio Roanoke relies on contributions, grants, and corporate sponsorships to meet our  
operating expenses.  We keep production costs very low,  but we still need to raise nearly 
$6,000 a month just to keep operating.  You can help keep the lights on and the doors open by 
making a contribution today for as much as you can afford.  If you can afford a lot, give a lot.  
FcÛvlrÛ`^k$qÛ^ccloaÛjr`e)Ûalk$qÛtloovÆit all adds up.   

 

Please consider a sponsorship or financial contribution of any size.  Your fully  
tax-deductible contribution can be given at the box office, or sent by check to: 
Studio Roanoke ~ PO Box 1749 ~ Roanoke, VA 24008  
 

Studio Roanoke is a federally registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and contributions made to us are tax 
deductible within the charitable giving regulations of the Internal Revenue Service.    

Kenley S. Smith, President 
Kristen Moses, Secretary 
Keith Martin, Treasurer 

William Penn 
Kimberly  Jew 
Angela  Wright 



The Studio Roanoke  

Understudies 
The Studio Roanoke Understudies are a devoted group of community members dedicated to the 
theatrical arts in Roanoke, and to the longevity of Studio Roanoke. Their combined support 
ebimpÛlccpbqÛpljbÛlcÛqebÛlmbo^qflk^iÛ`lpqpÛlcÛqebÛqeb^qob)ÛmoljlqfkdÛqebÛilkdbsfqvÛlcÛOl^klhb$pÛ
home for new plays and the people who create them. For a small monthly gift of at least $30, 
qebpbÛcofbkapÛe^sbÛ`ljjfqqbaÛqlÛhbbmfkdÛPqraflÛOl^klhb$pÛallopÛlmbk+ÛMib^pbÛ`lkpfaboÛglfkfkdÛ
this group. For just $1 a day, you too can help ensure that the Roanoke community will continue 
to benefit from the work of Studio Roanoke and its artists. For more information, please contact 
PqraflÛOl^klhb$pÛDbkbo^iÛJ^k^dbo)Û@e^aÛOrkvlk)Û^qÛ`orkvlk=pqraflol^klhb+lodÛloÛ
540.343.3054. Thank you. 
 

Current Studio Roanoke Understudies 
Kimberly Jew, since October 2009 
Steven V. Rice, since October 2009 
Todd Ristau, since October 2009 
Joan Ruelle, since October 2009 

Cheryl Snodgrass, since October 2009 
Angela Wright, since October 2009 
Adrien Monti, since December 2009 

Lora Lee Hart and Barry Bedwell, since February 2010  
(in memory of Hannah) 

Mr. And Mrs. Douglas Waters, since March 2010 
 

The list of current Understudies is short. If just one person at every performance and event 
joined the group, by this time next year, The Studio Roanoke Understudies would provide the 
theatre with enough monthly fiscal support to cover all non-production related costs, allowing 
Studio Roanoke to focus on its mission of producing new, exciting, and innovative theatrical 

works of the highest quality, while providing a space where writers, performers, and an 
audience can come together, in a spirit of community and collaboration, to expand their 

understanding of what is possible in the theatre.  
 
 

WILL YOU BE THE ONE AT THIS PERFORMANCE? 

Dear Abe 
Written by Adam Hahn and Directed by Joe Banno 

 

There will not be an intermission during the performance. 
 

Danny Mann: Adam Hahn 
Marian Mann Caitlin Ann Morgan 

Abe Mann Drew Dowdy 
 

Recorded  Letter Writers:  
Bootie Bell Chewning, Stephanie ́ Pqbsfb´ÛEli`lj_)ÛHofpÛI^drww^)Û>jvÛ
>iip)ÛP^o^Û¦Ofmibv´ÛJ`@irkb)Û@eofpqfk^ÛPjfqe)ÛJf`ebiibÛ?bkkbqq)Û@e^oifbÛ

Boswell, Mark Thompson, and Dan Smith 
  

 
Scenic Design7ÛQlaaÛOfpq^rÛ^kaÛG^plkÛ¦?irb´ÛEbo_boq 
Technical Director:  G^plkÛ¦?irb´ÛEbo_boq    
Scenic Construction and Painting: G^plkÛ¦?irb´ÛEbo_boq)Û>jvÛ>iip)ÛGbppf`^ÛJ`Do^qe 
Costume Design: Todd Ristau  
Lighting and Sound Design: G^plkÛ¦?irb´ÛEbo_boq  
Stage Manager: Steven Glassbrenner 
Box Office and House Manager:  Shay Mullins  
Front of House Volunteers: Kris Laguzza, Rachel Linkous, Patrick Lyster, Nancy 
 Maurelli , Adrien Monti, JD Ruelle 
 
 

Special Thanks to: 
John Forsman, Hollins University Theatre Department, Matt Cooper and G&M 
Upholstering and Furniture Repair Company, Habitat for Humanity Re Store, 
Washington and Lee University Theatre Department, PqraflÛOl^klhb$pÛ?l^oaÛlcÛ
Directors and our Volunteers.  
  
 

Our Community Partners: Playwright's Lab at Hollins University, Roanoke Times/
Roanoke.com, City Magazine, 101.5 The Music Place and New City Media  



About the Show: 

Abe Mann, author of a widely syndicated advice column, has died. His two sons have inherited 
qebfoÛÛc^qebo$pÛobploqÛelqbiÛlkÛ^Ûqolmf`^iÛfpi^kaÛ^kaÛ^obÛclo`baÛ_vÛ`fo`rjpq^k`bÛqlÛ`ljbÛqlÛqbojpÛ
with life,  loss, and the meaning of humanity 
 

About the Playwright: 

Adam Hahn is based in Los Angeles and  an MFA candidate in the Playwright's Lab at Hollins 
University. Adam's scripts have been produced by Prairie Fire Theatre in Iowa City, City Circle 
Acting Company in Coralville, IA, Mill Mountain Theatre in Roanoke, VA, and Deep Dish Theater 
Company in Chapel Hill, NC.  Adam's play, Feedback Loop was read as part of Studio Roanoke's 
festival of new works in July of 2009, and Studio Roanoke is looking forward to producing one of 
his newest plays, Frogger, as part of our 2010-2011 season.   Adam studies long-form improv at 
IOWest (formerly Improv Olympic), where he performs with the student troupe Truffula Seeds. 
He has performed as part of the Los Angeles troupes A Counter-Clockwork Orange, Pulled Pork, 
Super Clock and Poised. He has also performed with the Iowa City troupes Fisheye and This 
Machine. Since 1999, Adam has been active in No Shame Theatre and has performed on No 
Shame stages in five states, including the "National Best of No Shame" showcases in the Piccolo 
Spoleto fringe theatre festival. As a member of the No Shame Iowa City executive board, he 
produced the twentieth anniversary "Best Of the Best Of No Shame" and a weeklong festival of 
special performances in Iowa City in October, 2006. He was also a producer of No Shame Los 
Angeles. As an actor, Adam has appeared in productions of the University of Iowa, in the Iowa 
Fringe Festival, and in the Piccolo Spoleto fringe theatre festival.  
 

About the Director: 
Joe Banno, over a 25 year directing career, has staged more than 75 theatrical productions, 
fk`irafkdÛ`lkqbjmlo^ovÛ>jbof`^kÛ^kaÛ?ofqfpeÛmi^vpÛ^qÛT^pefkdqlk)ÛA@$pÛPlro`bÛQeb^qobÛ@ljm^kvÛ
(where he was artistic director from 1997 through 2006), Theatre J (DC), Mutineer Theatre (LA), 
Blue Heron Theatre (NYC), Renaissance Theatreworks (Milwaukee), and other companies around 
the US. His acclaimed, updated stagings of Shakespeare have been seen at the Folger Theatre, 
Washington Shakespeare Company and Shenandoah Shakespeare, among other theatres. Equally 
at home in the world of opera and musical theatre, Banno has directed over 30 productions with 
a dozen companies, most recently Opera Delaware, Wolf Trap Opera and the Alba Music Festival 
(in Northern Italy). Banno directed his first independent feature, Sleeping and Waking, in 2008, 
and has a Shakespeare-based feature film currently in development for production in 2010. He is 
a recipient of the Helen Hayes Award, the Mary Goldwater Award and the Bud Yorkin Award. 
Banno has served as a classical music reviewer for The Washington Post since 1993, as opera 
critic for Washington City Paper (1989 to 2008), and as a contributing freelance writer for other 
publications. Earlier this season, Joe directed Elvis Blossom, by Sunny daSilva, at Studio Roanoke.  
 

More bios and show information can be found on the archive page at  
www.studioroanoke.org/dearabe.html. 
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Roanoke Natural Foods Co-op is proud to support  
Studio Roanoke.   

1319 Grandin Road  ~ 343.5652 ~ www.roanokenaturalfoods.com 

Studio Roanoke would like to recognize those who donated funds to 
support our mission in 2009-2010:  
 
Laura Tuggle Anderson, Tom Anderton, Anonymous, Anonymous, Anonymous, Greg Armknecht, Theresa 
Augsburger, Maryke and Steven Barber, Gail Basham, Michelle Bennett, Mary Best Bova, Andy Bragen, Alice G. 
Burlinson, Jason Burton, Maura Campbell and Richard Leff, Craig C. Chesler, Wendy S. Cohen, Michael Colby, Glen 
Conrad, Kathy and Jim Cramblett, Kate De Vore, Sandy Dietrick, Lynn Donnary, Beth Durham, Jeanmarie Fink, 
Stephanie Frey, Pearl Fu, Brian Gibson, Megan Gogerty, Good to Go Foods, Jeff Goode, Aaron Hahn, Adam Hahn, 
Stephen & Barbara Hahn, Nathan Hahn, Cherie Amos Hall, Keith Hall, Heather Hardin, Inger Hatlen, Connie 
Stevens Henson, Julie Hickox, Stevie Holcomb, Shay Hodren, Ursula Hull, Julie Lindsey Husaker, Lianne Jackson, 
@^olifkbÛ¦Pm^`b´ÛG^`l_plk)ÛPrp^kÛ^kaÛDblccÛGbkkfkdp)Û@e^oibpÛ^kaÛ@eofpqfkbÛGloa^k)ÛM^qof`hÛHbkkboivÛ^kaÛqebÛ
Katherine B. Kennerly Foundation, Audrey Kerry, Gary Kraterfield, William Krause and Judith Cline, Catherine 
Iblk^oa)ÛJ^oqfk$pÛDboj^kÛPbosf`b)ÛBfibbkÛJ`@^ri)ÛO^`ebiÛJ^`Hkfdeq)Û>kk^ÛJ`I^rdeifk)ÛJf`e^biÛG+ÛJfu)ÛH^obkÛ
Moeller, Harry P. Montoro, Kristen D. Moses, Leisa Layman Mundy, Rena Musyt, Deanna Dement Myers, Natural 
Foods Co-op, Sean Nitchmann, Tira Palmquist and Philip Johnson, Steven V. Rice, Laurel Colletti Riddle, Michael 
Ofabkelro)ÛJ^od^obqÛOfpq^r)ÛQlaaÛOfpq^rÛ^kaÛGl^kÛOrbiib)Û@e^aÛOrkvlk)ÛP^j$pÛIb^pfkd)ÛMbqboÛP^mfbkw^)ÛPqbsbkÛ
Savitt, Bradley Allen Schnurr, Mary Scripps, James Sears, Stephanie Semler, Susan Sheldon, Jen Shepard, Kenley S. 
Smith, Bonnie P. Snider, Cheryl Snodgrass, Laurie Thwaites, Jacque and Tim Troy, Brian Turner, Raymond Wallace, 
Daryn J. Warner, Adam Whisner, Wright Electric. 

 
For a complete and updated list, or to give, please visit www.studioroanoke.org/donate. 



Studio Roanoke would like to thank the following organizations 
and community partners for their support of our mission: 

EbimÛprmmloqÛPqraflÛOl^klhb$pÛjfppflkÛ_vÛl_q^fkfkdÛ^Û`lomlo^qbÛpmlkplopefm)Û 
community partnership, or playbill advertisement for your organization or  
_rpfkbpp+ÛQlÛcfkaÛlrqÛelt)Ûmib^pbÛ`lkq^`qÛPqraflÛOl^klhb$pÛDbkbo^iÛJ^k^dbo)Û 
Chad Runyon at 540.343.3054 or crunyon@studioroanoke.org. 


